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Short Curriculum Vitae  
Helene Martinsson-Wallin 

 
  
 

Helene Martinsson-Wallin    RG score 11,21 (12/8 2014) 

Associate Professor   Impact points 15,01 (12/8 2014) 

Department of Archaeology and Ancient History 

Uppsala University, Campus Gotland 

62167 Visby, Sweden 

helene.martinsson-wallin@arkeologi.uu.se 

 

Academic degrees: 

 Doctoral degree 1994 in Archaeology (Pacific Archaeology), Uppsala University supervisor Professor 

Bo Gräslund. 

 Master degree 1986, Major: Archaeology, Minors: Osteology, Art History and Geosciences from 

Uppsala and Stockholm Universities. 

 

Titles:   

 PhD from Uppsala (1994),  

 Senior Lecturer Gotland University (2006-),  

 Associate Professor in Uppsala (2008),  

 Adjunct Professor National University of Samoa (2011).  

 

 

Current Employment: 

 2013 (1/7 - ongoing) Senior Lecturer (with Tenure), Uppsala University, Department of Archaeology 

and Ancient History  

 

Earlier Employments:  

 2008(1/9)-2013 (30/6). Senior Lecturer, Gotland University, Department of Archaeology and Osteology  

(with Tenure). 

 2006 (1/1)-2008 (31/7) Deputy Senior Lecturer (50%), Gotland University, Department of Archaeology 

and Osteology Chief Curator and  

 1997 (1/1) -2007 (31/7) Associate Professor, Chief Curator and Researcher. The Kon-Tiki Museum 

Institute for Pacific Archaeology and Cultural History (11.09.00-01.06.01 parental leave) 

 1992 (1/1) – 1994 (1/6) Doctoral Fellow at Uppsala University.  

 1981-1986 (all together 3 years during these years). Assisting Archaeologist and Field Director at the 

Museum of Åland, Finland (Museibyrån). 

 

Administrative assignments: 

 Program director (developer of program) the International Archaeology Program at Gotland 

University. 

 Academic Head (Ämnesansvarig) Department of Archaeology Gotland University 2008-2010, 2012-

2013. 

 Academic Head (Ämnesansvarig), Department of Archaeology and Ancient History Campus Gotland 

Uppsala University 2013-ongoing. 

   

Scholarship and external funding: 

 2013 Berit Wallenberg foundation 50.000 SEK  

 2005-2013: Linnaeus-Palme exchange (SIDA): 1,304.585 SEK 
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 2011 Gunvor och Joseph Anérs foundation 10.000 SEK 

 2011 DBW-foundation (De Badande Wännerna i Visby) 50.000 SEK 

 2010 Berit Wallenbergs foundation 96.000 SEK 

 2002-2007: Norwegian Research Council/Kon-Tiki Museum Oceania projektet:1,3 million NOK 

 2006: Wenner-Gren foundation: 5.000 US$ 

 2006: Riksbankens Jubileumsfond: 60.000 SEK. 

 2004: Institutt for sammenlignende kulturforskning: 40.000 NOK 

 Other scholarships and grants; 

1994: Mårten Stenbergers stipendiefond (Gotlands fornsal) 

1994: Sernanders fond (Uppsala University)  

 1994: Knut Stjernas stipendie (Uppsala University)  

 1990-91, 1993, 1997-2003: Kon-Tiki Museum research grants  

 1990, -93: Lise och Arnfinn Hejes fond.  

 1989: Valsgärdefonden (Uppsala University)  

 

Visiting Research Fellow: 

 2001 (1/2-31/5) Visiting Research Fellow at The Australian National University; Centre for 

Archaeological Research. 

 2004 (1/8) -2007  (31/7)Visiting Research Fellow (50%) at Gotland University, department 

of Archaeology and Osteology  

 2014 (1/1-15/6) Visiting Research Fellow at University of Auckland , Department of 

Anthropology. 

 2015-2017 .  Honorary Visiting Scholar. The Australian national University 

 

Research interests: 

My current geographic areas of research East and West Polynesia and The Baltic Sea Area and my research 

interests are; 

 Monuments and Social Space  

 Archaeology and Cultural Heritage Management (especially postcolonial perspective) 

 Archaeology, Human Ecology and Environment 

 Neolithisation, Scandinavian Bronze Age 

 

Editor: 

Senior Editor Rapa Nui journal (peer review publication) 2004-2007 

Editorial Board Rapa Nui Journal 2007- 

Editorial Board Journal of Samoan Studies 2007- 

Co-editor of the Kon-Tiki Museum Occasional papers 1998-2004. 

 

Referee and Reviews:  

Asian Perspectives 1999,  

Rapa Nui Journal, 2004-2007, 2013 

Archaeology in Oceania 2005, 2009,  

Journal of Archaeological Science 2007, 2009.  

Journal of Pacific Archaeology 2012. 

 

 2008. Reviewer of the Department of Archaeology and Natural History at the ANU College of Asian 

and Pacific at The Australian National University. 

 

 2013. Reviewer for the Estonian Research Council 

 

 2013-. Reviewer for the Australian Research Council 

 

Memberships in academic foundations and associations  

- Swedish Archaeological Foundation 

- European Society for Oceanists 

-            Associate Member of Centre for Archaeological Research (CAR) RSPAS, ANU 

-            Indo Pacific Prehistory Association (IPPA) 

-            European Archaeological Association (EAA) 
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MA and PhD committees: 

2006  Member of Examinations committee of Matteu Prebble’s PhD thesis: Islands, floras and history: 

an environmental history of plant introduction and extinction on the Austral Islands (French 

Polynesia).Australian National University. 

2011  Opposition/evaluation of Henrik Lekenvall’s MA-Thesis: Socio-Economic Dynamics in 

Peninsular Thailand: Food- Producing Strategies in Stone Age communities. Uppsala 

University. 

2011 Head of the Examinations Committee of Edward Matenga’s PhD thesis. The Soapstone Birds of 

Great Zimbabwe: Archaeological Heritage, Religion and politics in Postcolonial Zimbabwe and 

the Return of the Cultural Property. Studies in Global Archaeology 16. Department of 

Archaeology and Ancient History. Uppsala University.  

2013 Member of the Examinations Committee of Jolie Liston’s PhD thesis: Sociopolitical 

Development and a Monumental Earthwork landscape on Babeldaob Island , Palau. Australian 

National University. 

2014 Member of  Examinations Committee of of Kathereine Seikels PhD thesis: Prehistoric Socio-

Political Structure in Pohnpei:Perspectives from Mortuary Contexts. Australian National 

University.  

 

Supervison of MA and  Ph D thesis 

Ph D Thesis (Doktorsavhandlingar) co-supervisor 

 

 Olaug Andreassen “When Home is the Navel of the World: An Ethnography of Young Rapa Nui 

between Home and Away”(University of Southern Wales) examined in May 2008. 

 

 Joakim Wehlin and his thesis Behind Prehistoric Borders of the Baltic Sea about on Stone Ship 

Settings on Gotland (Gotland University/Gothenburg University) examined March 2013. 

 

 Gustaf Svedjemo and his thesis "Landscape Dynamics: Spatial analyses of villages and farms on 

Gotland AD 200-1700. (Uppsala University) examined in April 2014 

 

I’m currently co-supervisor to;  

 Olaf Winter and his thesis Colonization of the Mariana Islands and its implications for Indo-Pacific 

Prehistory admitted 2008 (The Australian National University),  

 Victor Melander and his thesis:  Burden of Deams; Thor Heyerdahl and the Master Narrative of the 

Pacific Archaeology admitted 2015 (The Australian National University) 

 

Magister and Master Thesis  

 Joakim Welin 2006. LET THE REMAINS ASK THE QUESTIONS. In search for prehistoric relations 

on a Samoan settlement pattern through a correspondence analysis. (Gotland University) 

 Liselotte Jarnerup 2008. Gropkeramiska material och dekorer. Identitetsskapande eller modenyck ? 

(Gotland University) 

 Katarina Botwid 2008. OFFRAD KERAMIK- mossfynd från romersk järnålder i Käringsjön i Halland. 

(Gotland University) 

 Therese Johansson 2010. Who Settled the Comoro Islands?- A Discussion on Early Interactions in the 

Western Indian Ocean. (Gotland University) 

 Dominika Kofel 2011. Possibilities of Contacts between Gotland and Poland in the EBA. (Gotland 

University) 

 Christoffer Sundström 2012. Ur tid och rum: en analys av Släbro hällristningsområde och traditionella 

variabler i fenomenologisk och tidsteoretisk anda. (Gotland University) 

 Daniel Gunnarsson 2013. The distribution of Bronze artefacts of Viking Age Eastern Baltic types 

discovered on Gotland Iron Age Networks and Identities. (Gotland University) 

 Mikael Hannikainen 2013. Samoan Oratory and Cultural Heritage Development. (Gotland University) 

 Victor Melander 2014. Det obetydliga om fiskhuvudformiga hängen, sociala praktiker och förändring, 

600-1200 e. Kr. (Uppsala Universitet) 

 Erika Lidman 2014. Kulturen med en twist - En studie av fyra lokaler från trattbägarkulturen på 

Gotland (Uppsala Universitet) 

 Erik Palmgren 2014. Skärvor i både vått och torrt. En detaljundersökning av ett provschakts keramik 
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vid. Ajvidelokalens västra strand. (Uppsala Universitet). 

 
 

Selected publication record: 

 

Monographs and Edited Volumes  

 

2015    Helene Martinsson-Wallin Archaeology of Monuments and Settlement in the Independent 

Archaeology of Monuments and Settlement in the Independent State of Samoa. 

Archaeopress (in press) 
 

2014      Helene Martinsson-Wallin and Timoty Thomas (eds). Monuments and People in the Pacific. 

              Studies in Global Archaeology vol. 20. Department of Archaeology and Ancient History  

              Uppsala University.  
 

 

2011.     Helene Martinsson-Wallin and Anna Karlström (eds). World Heritage and Identity: Three worlds  

Meet. Gotland University Press no. 16. Gotland University. Visby. 

2010 Helene Martinsson-Wallin (ed). Baltic Prehistoric Interactions and Transformations- The Neolithic to 

the Bronze Age. Gotland University Press 5. http://www.diva-

portal.org/smash/record.jsf?searchId=1&pid=diva2:328478  

2007 Helene Martinsson-Wallin (ed). Archaeology in Samoa. The Pulemelei Investigations. 

Archaeology in Oceania vol. 42 supplement . Sydney. 

2007. Helene Martinsson-Wallin. Aku Aku from Afar. Rapa Nui press 

2002  Atholl Anderson, Helene Martinsson-Wallin and Paul Wallin. The Prehistory of Kiritimati 

(Christmas) Island. Republic of Kiribati. (eds. Paul Wallin and Helene 

Martinsson.Wallin).The Kon-Tiki Museum Occational Papers vol. 6.  

1999 Helene Martinsson-Wallin. Archaeology of Easter Island (Rapa Nui)/Arqueologia de isla 

de Pascua (Rapa nui). The Kon-Tiki museum Insistute for pacific Archaeology and Cultural 

History. Oslo 

 

Peer-review articles and book chapters: 

 

Erik Palmgren and Helene Martinsson-Wallin. Analysis of Late mid-Neolithic Pottery Illuminates a   

Presence of a Corded Ware Culture on the Baltic Sea Island of Gotland. In : Michael Budja (ed.). 

Documenta Praehistoria: Ljubljana University (in press). 

 

 

2014 Geoffrey R. Clark, Christian Reepmeyer, Nivaleti Melekiola, Jon Woodhead, William R. Dickinson, 

and Helene Martinsson-Wallin.  Stone tools from the ancient Tongan state reveal prehistoric 

interaction centers in the Central Pacific.  Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. Vol. 111. 

No. 29: 10491–10496.  

 
2014 Helene Martinsson-Wallin. In: Martinsson-Wallin and Thomas, T. Monuments and People in the 

Pacific. Studies in Global Archaeology vol. 20. Department of Archaeology and Ancient History 

Uppsala University (in press). 

2014 Helene Martinsson-Wallin and Paul Wallin. Ceremonial complexes in Rapa Nui –Spatial and temporal 

perspectives. In: Martinsson-Wallin and Thomas, T. Monuments and People in the Pacific. Studies in 

Global Archaeology vol. 19. Department of Archaeology and Ancient History Uppsala University (in 

press). 

2014    Paul Wallin and Helene Martinsson-Wallin. Collective Spaces and Material Expressions:   Ritual 

Practice and Island Identities in mid-Neolithic Gotland in the Baltic Sea. In: Nash G. and Townsend, A. 

(eds) DECODING THE NEOLITHIC ISLAND RITUAL.  Oxbow books. (accepted in June 2012, in 

press) 

2013  Helene Martinsson-Wallin, Paul Wallin, Atholl Anderson and Reidar Solsvik Chronogeographic 

variation in initial East Polynesian construction of monumental ceremonial sites. Journal of Islands and 

Costal Archaeology: 8:405–421. 

2011    Helene Martinsson-Wallin. The Complexity of an Archaeological site in Samoa. The Past in the 

Present. Pacific island Archaeology in the 21st Century. Terra Australis 35: 101-114, Australian 

National University e-press. 

http://www.diva-portal.org/smash/record.jsf?searchId=1&pid=diva2:328478
http://www.diva-portal.org/smash/record.jsf?searchId=1&pid=diva2:328478
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2011   Helene Martinsson-Wallin. The Samoa Project: archaeological results, local participation and 

intercultural exchange. The Kon-Tiki Museum Occasional papers vol. 11:35-42.  

2011  Helene Martinsson-Wallin. Belonging to a small, remote and special place – Rapa Nui, the long time 

perspective. The Kon-Tiki Museum Occasional papers vol. 11:43-50. 

2011 Helene Martinsson-Wallin, Paul Wallin and Jan Apel. Prehistoric lifestyles on Gotland – Diachronic 

and Synchronic perspectives. Archeologica Lithuania vol. 12:142-151. 

2010  Helene Martinsson-Wallin. Bronze Age landscapes on Gotland: Moving from the Neolithic to the 

Bronze Age perspective.In: H. Martinsson-Wallin (ed) Baltic Prehistoric interactions and 

transformations: The Neolithic to the Bronze Age. Gotland University press 5:63-77. 

2010  Helene Martinsson-Wallin and Paul Wallin A Story of the Only(? )Megalith Grave on Gotland Island 

in the Baltic Sea. Michael Budja (ed.) The 16th Neolithic Seminar: Bodies, Rituals and Religions in 

Euroasian Early Prehistory. Documenta Praehistoria:77-84  Ljubljana University. 

2010 Paul Wallin and Helene Martinsson-Wallin. Monumental Structures and the Chiefly Spirit. Time and 

Mind:vol 4- issue 1:43-58. Berg. 

2008 Helene Martinsson-Wallin. Humans and Animals – an Analysis of Bone Remains from 

Middle Neolithic “Pitted Ware” Sites on Gotland Island in the Baltic Sea, Sweden. In: Sue 

O’Conner and Geoffrey Clark (eds). Islands of Inquiry: papers in Honour of Atholl 

Anderson. Terra Australis 29:171-183. Australian National University. 

2008 Paul Wallin and Helene Martinsson-Wallin. Religious Structures in Hanga Ho’onu Region. 

In:. Eds. Christopher Stevenson and Sonia Haoa-Cardinali. Prehistoric Rapa Nui Easter 

Island Foundation Monographs.  

2007 Helene Martinsson-Wallin. Samoan Archaeology – A Review of research history. In: H 

Martinsson-Wallin (ed). Archaeology in Samoa. The Pulemelei Investigations Archaeology 

in Oceania vol 42 supplement:11-27 Sydney. 

2007 Helene Martinsson-Wallin. Arkeologi, politik och identitet. Kulturell identitet i ett 

långtidsperspektiv på Påskön (Rapa Nui) i Östra Stilla Havet. I: (eds. B. Pettersson och P. 

Skoglund) Arkeologi och identitet. Acta Archaeologica Lundensia Series in 8º No 53 Lund: 

73-86. Institutionen för arkeologi och antik historia. Lund. 

2007 Geoffrey Clark and Helene Martinsson-Wallin. Monumental architecture in West 

Polynesia: origins, chiefs and archaeological approaches. In: H Martinsson-Wallin (ed). 

Archaeology in Samoa. The Pulemelei Investigations Archaeology in Oceania vol 42 

supplement:28-39. Sydney  

2007 Paul Wallin, Helene Martinsson-Wallin and Geoffrey Clark. A Radiocarbon Sequence for 

Samoan Prehistory and the Pulemelei Mound. In: H Martinsson-Wallin (ed). Archaeology in 

Samoa. The Pulemelei Investigations Archaeology in Oceania vol 42 supplement:71-

82.Sydney  

2007 Helene Martinsson-Wallin, Paul Wallin and Geoffrey Clark. The Excavation of Pulemelei 

Site 2002-2004. In: H Martinsson-Wallin (ed). Archaeology in Samoa. The Pulemelei 

Investigations Archaeology in Oceania vol 42 supplement:41-59. Sydney.  

2007 Paul Wallin and Helene Martinsson-Wallin. Settlement patterns – Social and ritual space in 

prehistoric Samoa. Archaeology in Samoa. The Pulemelei Investigations Archaeology in 

Oceania vol 42 supplement:83-89. Sydney  

2002 Helene Martinsson-Wallin and Susan Crockford: Early Settlement of Rapa Nui (Easter Island). Asian 

Perspectives vol 20 No. 2: 244-278.  

2000 Atholl Andersson, Paul Wallin, Helene Martinsson-Wallin, Barry Frankhauser, Geoffrey 

Hope. Towards  a First Prehistory of Kiritimati (Christmas )   Island, Republic of Kiribati.  

JPS vol 109 no. 3: 273-294. 

 
Around 60 other publications, articles and reports 1980-2014. 

 

 

 


