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Nationality  Australian, Permanent Resident of Samoa 
   
Education 1981 PhD., Social Anthropology, Australian National University 
 1976 B.Litt., Anthropology, Australian National University 

 1975 B.A. University of Papua New Guinea 
Academic and Research Positions Held 
2012: Associate Professor, Samoan Studies, National University of Samoa (current position) 
2008: 2009: Visiting Lecturer in Medical Anthropology;, Master of Public Health Program, Bangladesh 
Independent University.  
2001: Visiting Lecturer in Anthropology; Thammasat University, Thailand. Taught MA course on Gender and 
Culture in the Masters program of the Department of Anthropology.  
1999, 2000: Research Methods Adviser, Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka. Prepared teaching 
handbook and led field demonstrations in Participatory Rural Appraisal methodology. 
1994 -1999: Senior Lecturer in Anthropology, University of Auckland. Taught undergraduate courses on 
Social Change, Anthropology of the Pacific Islands, Pacific studies, 
1996-97: Acting Director, Centre for Development Studies, University of Auckland (concurrent position with 
senior Lectureship in Anthropology). Managed MA program in Development Studies, taught introduction to 
Development Studies. 
1989-1993:  Research Officer/Project Manager; New Zealand Institute for Social Research and 
Development: (former Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, Social Science Unit).  
1997, 1998: Visiting Lecturer, KhonKaen University, Mekong Institute..   Design and teaching of a module 
on Social Issues and Reform as part of a 10 week course on Transition Economics for middle managers 
from 6 countries of the Mekong region.  
1985-1988: Head of Continuing Education, University of the South Pacific, Fiji.. Prepared funding proposals, 
managed regional programs including Community Nutrition and the Pacific Pre School Teachers Program. 
1983, 1984: Lecturer in Sociology, Lincoln Institute of Health Sciences.. Taught degree level courses in 
Introductory Sociology, and Sociology of Health. 
1981: Senior Tutor in Sociology and Anthropology, University of New South Wales Australia, Tutor and 
lecturer in Introductory Sociology, and Anthropology II. 
1979-1980:  Lecturer University of the South Pacific Fiji.  
1980-82: Research co-advisor, UNESCO/UNDP Samoa History Project Samoa 
1975, 1978:  Extension Studies Tutor in Foundation Pacific History and English. University of the South 
Pacific Samoa Centre 
1973 -1974: Research Officer: University of Papua New Guinea, Department of Sociology and Social 
Anthropology. 
Consultancies 2010-1980 
74 short-term consultancies for donor agencies in Asia and the Pacific Islands which produced both 
published and unpublished reports.. 
Unpublished Theses. 
1979: Daughters of Sina: A Study of Gender Status and Power in Samoa. PhD. Thesis. Australian National 
University. 



1976: Sisters and Wives: The Dual Status of Samoan Women. B.Litt. Thesis. Department of Anthropology, 
Australian National University.  
 
Publications 

2014 Samoa, Papua New Guinea and Marshall Islands: case studies of development and international 
relations issues in the Pacific Islands.  In Vlad Alex Vernygora  (ed.) Asia Pacific Studies: New 
Perspectives .  Ashgate & Gower series Rethinking Asia and International Relations (forthcoming)  

 Review of: Engendering Violence in Papua New Guinea. Margaret Jolly and Christine Stewart with 
Caroline Brewer. Canberra (Australia): ANU E Press, 2012. In Pacific Affairs, forthcoming April 2014. 
: Representing fa‘afafine: Sex, Socialization, and Gender Identity in Samoa. In  Kalissa Alexeyeff 

and NikoBesnier. Gender on the Edge: Identities, Politics, and Transformations. University of 
Hawaii Press   

2013  Pacific Island Development and the Millennium Development Goals:  Measurement, Assessment 
and Policy Challenges. Proceedings of the  48th University of Otago Foreign Policy School,  2012:   

Gender, Food and Agriculture in the Pacific. FAO Pacific Regional Office (forthcoming). 
2012: (editor and contributor). Papua New Guinea Gender Assessment.  Manila, Asian Development 

Bank and World Bank.  
2012: (co-editor) Samoa’s Journey, 1962-2012: Aspects of History. Victoria University Press. 
(Forthcoming) 

2011:  Sexual Morality in Samoa and its Historical Transformations. In  A.P. and D.H. Lyons (eds.) 
Sexualities in Anthropology. Maldon MA. Wiley Blackwell. pp. 222-231. (First published In A 
Polymath Anthropologist: Essays in Honour of Ann Chowning. (eds.) Claudia Gross, Harriet D. 
Lyons and Dorothy Ayers Counts, eds. Department of Anthropology, University of Auckland. pp. 
63–69.)   

2006:  “Samoa: Australia’s Pacific Success Story”? In   D. Rumley, V.L. Forbes and C. Griffin (eds.) 
Australia’s Arc of instability: The Political and Cultural Dynamics of Regional Security. Springer. pp. 
287-303. (co-author Malama Meleisea). 

2006:  Fiji Country Gender Assessment. Manila. Asian Development Bank. 
2006:  The Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination and Violence Against the Girl Child. Situation Paper 

for the Pacific Islands Region. Suva, UNICEF. (co-author Ellie Meleisea) 
2003:  Local Level Government and Governance Issues in the Pacific Islands. In State, Society and 

Governance in Melanesia Discussion Paper Series. Research School of Asian and Pacific Studies, 
Australian National University. 

2002:  Pacific Youth and Poverty. United Nations World Youth Report. (Co-authored with Ellie Meleisea). 
1999: Samoan Exchange and “Fine Mats:” An Historical Reconsideration. Journal of the Polynesian 

Society 108: 117–48. 
1997:  Myths of Community Management: Governance, Sustainability and Rural Development. In State, 

Society and Governance in Melanesia Discussion Paper Series No.12. Research School of Asian 
and Pacific Studies, Australian National University. 

1997: Discovering outsiders” in D. Denoon, S. Firth, M. Meleisea, J. Linnekin&K.Nero (eds.). The 
Cambridge History of the Pacific Islanders. Cambridge University Press (co-author Malama 
Meleisea). 

1996:  Sociocultural Issues and Economic Development in the Pacific Islands. Asian Development Bank, 
Pacific Studies Series, Manila, pp. 179. 

1996:  Discovering Outsiders.  In D. Denoon, S. Firth, K. Nero, J. Linnekin and M. Meleisea (eds). The 
Cambridge History of the Pacific Islanders.Cambridge University Press. (CoauthorMalama 
Meleisea). 

1995:  Craft, Prestige Goods and Women's Roles in the Pacific Islands.  in Lorna Kaino (ed.) The 
Necessity of Craft. Perth: University of Western Australia Press. 

1995:  Cultural and Institutional Issues in the Appraisal of Projects in Developing Countries: South Pacific 
Water Resources.  In Project Appraisal10:3  pp. 155-161. 



1995: The Samoan Concept of Feagaiga and its transformations. In: J Huntsman (ed.) Tonga and 
Samoa: Images of Gender and Polity. Macmillan Brown Centre for Pacific Studies.University of 
Canterbury. 

1994:  "Women and Political Leadership in the Pacific Islands" in Caroline Daley and Melanie Nolan (eds) 
Suffrage and Beyond: International Feminist Perspectives. Auckland, University of Auckland 
Press.pp. 107-123. 

1994:  "Social Change" in Tides of History: The Pacific Islands in the Twentieth Century   edited by K.R. 
Howe, Robert C. Kiste and Brij V. Lal. Sydney: Allen &Unwin. 

1994: "Where are all the Farmers? Agriculture, Land Tenure and Development in the Pacific Islands" in 
Ron Crocombe and Malama Meleisea (eds) Land Issues in the Pacific. Christchurch. Macmillan 
Brown Center for Pacific Studies, University of Canterbury, Christchurch and Institute for Pacific 
Studies, University of the South Pacific,.pp. 35- 42. 

1993: The Crisis and the Challenge: The Pacific Islander Workforce in New Zealand 1985-1990.  New 
Zealand Institute for Social Research and Development, Wellington, (co-authors, Vasantha 
Krishnan and Julie Warren). 

1993: "Incorporating Social and Environmental Assessment into a Tropical Rainforest Resource Inventory 
in the Solomon Islands"  in A. Crosbie Walsh, (ed.) Development That Works! Lessons from the 
Asia-Pacific Massey University Development Studies, Monograph No. 3.pp.  C2.1-C2.5. 

1993:  "Telework: Issues for New Zealand" Prometheus 11:1 June. (with Alison Loveridge and Carl 
Davidson). 
1993:  "Social Factors in Technology Transfer Through Development Aid"  in  A. Crosbie Walsh, (ed.) 

Development That Works! Lessons from the Asia- Pacific Massey University Development Studies, 
Monograph No. 3.pp. E1.1-E1.13. 

1993: "Urbanization, food and health in the Pacific islands."  Development Bulletin.  Vol. 27, May pp. 22-
24. 
1993:  Women in Development: Federated States of Micronesia Country Briefing Paper. Manila. Asian 

Development Bank. 
1992:  "Food, Health and Development in the Pacific Islands: Policy Implications for Micronesia." ISLA: A 
Journal of Micronesian Studies, 1:2. pp. 223-250. 
1988:  "Women and Distance Education at the University of the South Pacific" in Karlene Faith (ed.) 

Towards New Horizons in Distance Education for Women: International Perspectives.Routledge,  
London, , pp. 152-172. (Co-authors Marjorie Crocombe et. al.)  

1988:  Women in Development: Fiji.  Country Briefing Paper, Asian Development Bank. 
1987:   Rank, gender and politics in ancient Samoa: the genealogy of Salamasina, O Le Tafaifa. Journal of 

Pacific History.22, no.3-4, July-Oct 1987, p.174-193 
1987:  Lagaga :  A Short History of Western Samoa .Institute of Pacific Studies, Fiji  (Co-editor and co-

contributor with Malama Meleisea). 
1987:  Non-Formal Education in the Pacific Islands in Michael Crossley et. al. (eds) Pacific Perspectives 

on Nonformal Education. Institute of Pacific Studies, Fiji and University of Papua New Guinea 
Press, pp. 13-27. 

1987:  Food and Nutrition, Social Change, and Development in the Pacific Islands: A Critical Overview". In 
M. Bruss (Ed.) Nutrition In A Changing World. University of Hawaii, Honolulu.  

1987:  Women in Development: Papua New Guinea Country Briefing Paper. Manila. Asian Development 
Bank. 

1986:  Women in the Fisheries of the South Pacific. In R. Cole (ed.) Women and Development in the 
South Pacific: Some Barriers and Opportunities. Canberra. ANU Center for Development Studies.  

1986: The Rice Pudding Syndrome: Women's Advancement and Home Economic Training in the South 
Pacific". In Development in the Pacific: What Women Say: Development Dossier No. 18, Australian 
Council for Overseas Aid, Canberra. 

1986: Health For All? Social Change and Primary Health Care in Western Samoa " Review, USP, Fiji.  

http://trove.nla.gov.au/work/39142089?q=creator%3A%22Meleisea%2C+Penelope+Schoeffel%22&c=article


1986:  Non-formal Education in the South Pacific: An Overview.  Adult Education for Development, 1985, 
reprinted in Directions, USP, Suva. 

1985: The Sexual Division of Labor in East New Britain and Western Samoa: Development or 
Marginalization?" In Peter King, Wendy Lee, Vincent Warakai (eds) From Rhetoric to Reality? 
Papua New Guinea's Eight Point Plan and National Goals after a Decade.Port Moresby, University 
of Papua New Guinea Press. 

1985: "Dilemmas of Modernization in Primary Health  Care in Western Samoa. Social Science and 
Medicine. Volume 19, No. 3. 

1983:  Women's Associations in the Rural Economy of the South Pacific: Two Case Studies from East 
New Britain Province, Papua New Guinea and Western Samoa. South Pacific Commission 
Monograph; Occasional Paper No 19. Noumea. 

1983: "Small Project Design and Evaluation". inWomen, Aid and Development. Canberra. Women and 
Development Network of Australia and the ANU Development Studies Center. 

1980:  The Women's Associations of Western Samoa. University of the South Pacific Extension Services 
and Centre for Applied Studies in Development. 135 pages 

1980:  Politics in Western Samoa. In R. Crocombe (ed) Politics in Polynesia.Institute of Pacific Studies, 
Suva. (co-author Malama Meleisea). 

1980:  "Women's Associations and Rural Development". Pacific Perspective. Vol. II,  
1979:  The Best Kept Secret: Tourism in Samoa.   In R. Crocombe (ed.) Pacific Tourism - As Islanders 

See It.  Institute of Pacific Studies, Suva  (co-author, Malama Meleisea). 
1979: Women's Work In Fiji: An Historical Perspective. In Review.USP School of Social and Economic 

Development, No. 2 (Co-author, EciKikau). 
1979.  The Ladies Row of Thatch: Women and Economic Development. Pacific Perspective .8, 1. 
1979:  Gender, Status and Power in Samoa. Canberra Anthropology.Vol. 1, No 2. 
1978:  The Origin and Development of Contemporary Women's Associations of Western Samoa.  Suva. 

Journal of Pacific Studies.  Vol. 1, No 3  
 


